How the Program Evolved

1. At Duke I was co-President of a student organization called Global Grasp. My faculty advisor for this organization had been to Vietnam and was interested in developing internships for Duke students to teach English. I suggested we might try to develop a more interdisciplinary service-learning program there. After receiving his contact information from President Brodhead, we began talking to the Economic Growth Program Manager at USAID, who had a son at Duke, to organize the logistics of a feasibility study for this program. An American working at the Fulbright Economic Teaching Program suggested Nike might be a source of funding for the Vietnam program I was proposing, as they were always looking for ways to better promote an understanding of their operations in Vietnam.

2. I contact Nike Corporate Responsibility to see if they could help fund my trip to Vietnam this summer to conduct a feasibility study for a new Duke Study Abroad/civic engagement program there. Nike says they “love the idea of connecting student-athletes to development projects” and though they do not have funds this year, they are very interested in what I find out in Vietnam and how I plan to shape the program in the future, as they could possibly fund a program of this nature next summer. I begin thinking about developing a track within the Vietnam civic engagement program that is specifically for student-athletes.
3. My faculty advisor for the Vietnam project informs me of her intention to do some goodwill activities during our feasibility study trip. I start thinking about doing a Nike sponsored tennis clinic in Vietnam, which could serve as a pilot for a more formal clinic next summer taught by the Duke tennis teams. In July, I meet with people in the Nike Vietnam Office and the chief official of a local sports department about this idea. I also learn more about the themes of Nike’s community investment activities, increasing physical activity among youth (by providing sports equipment, clinics, and infrastructure) and empowering girls and women.

4. Upon returning from Vietnam and resuming my position as a Robertson Fellow, I decided to devote my fellowship project to developing a civic engagement program in Vietnam tailored for student-athletes. In the spirit of the Robertson program, I decided to try to pilot it with Duke and UNC athletes. I began talking with someone I had met in the U.S. Embassy in Hanoi, who suggested my ideas could fit with their sports for diplomacy initiative. I learned about the the SportsUnited initiative on the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs website and was especially interested by the Sports Envoys program, which involved professional athletes going overseas to conduct sports clinics, visit schools, and speak to youth. Since this program works with the U.S. Olympic Committee, and since the Olympics will take place next summer, I thought it could be a neat twist to have college athletes serve as sports envoys next summer---perhaps instead of professional athletes--- through a program like mine. This would be in the true spirit of the Olympics which has traditionally been for amateurs.

5. In parallel, I had become increasingly interested in international and comparative education, specifically higher education in developing countries. The final piece came when I read about a course called Access to Higher Education in the Robertson Scholars newsletter. I then read a report called “Peril and Promise: Higher Education in Developing Countries” produced by the Task Force on Higher Education and Society convened by the World Bank and UNESCO. That is how I decided to change the program’s focus to using American college athletes to help promote access to higher education through sports.
